Activities for Reader Response
Directions:  For each text complete the following questions.  
1. When you first saw the book, what kind of book did you think it was going to be?  What made you think this?  What were your feelings?  How might your feelings influence your reading of the book?

2. Where does the story take place?  What was it like there?  What details would you include to describe it?  Did it matter where it happened, or could it have happened anywhere? What did you think about the setting as you were reading?

3. What do you think the author wants you to notice as you begin reading the book?  How is your attention drawn to these items?  What is the text signaling you to notice?  What do you know that is helping you to understand the story?  What might you need to know more about to understand the story?

4. Select one of the main characters from the story and discuss the following:  



I think / hope she will…



I am scared/worried/ happy for (identify a character)



I liked/ dislike (identify a character) because…



I wonder…

5. What clues do we have about the main character’s personality?  What are the characters problems?  How are they solved?  Are any not solved?  What do you feel about this character?  Setting?  Incident?  

6. How did you feel about the way the story was told?  Is there anything you enjoyed or were irritated with about the way the book was written?  Who was telling the story?  Do we know?  How does this make a difference in the way we read/understand events?

7. What did you feel was the most significant word/passage/event from the story?  What is the point of a particular event or description?  What did the author leave for you to explain or fill in?  Why was a certain character or passage included in the story?
8. As you read the story do you see it happening in your imagination?  Are you aware of images, but seem to have a sense that you are ‘seeing’ in another way?  Can you describe that way?  What kind of details in the story help you to see events most clearly?  Discuss the details.  What do they suggest to you?  

9. Was there anything that puzzled you?  Things you thought were strange?  That took you by surprise?  Did the author try to do these things purposefully?  For what reason?  What was the author expecting of you in these situations?

10. What idea was the author exploring through this story?  What comments or generalization was the author making about that idea?

